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Happy New Year everyone! | hope you had the opportunity to
enjoy the holiday festivities and unwind a bit from the past year.
This respite was just what | needed to prepare for the exciting
year to come.

Before looking forward, | have to thank some people for a job
well done! We had a great Christmas Party this year where a
carload of gifts was collected for the Salvation Army. Many thanks need to
go out to P/C Lucy Hixenbaugh and P/C Katie Sullivan for all of their hard
work preparing the site, ambiance and delicious food!

Secondly, thanks to our Executive Officer, Lt/C Earl Gillespie, the word got
out that the Grand Canal Boat Parade is open to the public, so much so that
there were over 90 boats in attendance. The exact number that | heard was
93 boats. As always, the Satellite Beach Police boat, skippered by Lt Gene
Grassie and D/C Bob Becker, lead the parade. The police boat was follow-
ed immediately by Santa, D/Lt/C Dave Hixenbaugh, aboard Trade Winds.

Looking forward to the New Year, there are a lot of exciting activities on the
horizon. In the not too distant future, we will be having our annual Chili
Supper General Meeting. If you would like to help provide for the meal,
please coordinate with our Administrative Officer Lt/C Bob Caldo at
321-600-4326. If that isn't enough reason for you to attend, we will also
have our own GPS Guru, Lt Ken Ernandes, give us a presentation on the
GPS. ltis important to note we will not be meeting at one of our normal
locations. Due to renovations, Satellite Beach has offered us the use of
their Recreation Center at Jackson Ave and South Patrick Drive.

| also need to mention that we have some excellent educational courses
coming up! If you think you might be interested in teaching any of our
courses, our Instructor Development course is 4 weeks very well spent, and
will not cost you a dime. We also have our Engine Maintenance course
coming up in February. | think this is one of three courses that every boater
should take. We will not make you a mechanic, but you will learn some
troubleshooting techniques, and be able to better understand and work with
the mechanic of your choice. One of the big advantages that we have here
is that this class will be taught in the bay of a marine mechanic’s shop!

This year is looking to be a fantastic year for Banana River S&PS! Keep an
eye on your inboxes, as | hear that our new Boating Activities Chair, P/C Bill
Fehr, may already have some outings in the works.
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What a terrific Holiday Season it's been. The Squadron had a spendid Thanksgiving dinner thanks
to our Administrative Officer, Robert Caldo. The turkey was very well prepared, as were all the
dishes and desserts from the members.

The Christmas Party was quite a success, thanks to Lucy Hixenbaugh. The setting was superb as
were the hors d'oeuvres and drinks. Best of all, the Squadron collected a large number of gifts for
our local children’s’ Christmas.

The get-together at the Cocoa Pier was again a memorable night, thanks to Terri Friedlander. | look
forward to this gathering every year. It's fun to watch these kids trying their best to serve all of us
while we talk and joke. | think I recall Terri saying we had over 26 members attend.

And there’s the Christmas Boat Parade. We got a good number of announcements out and we
drew a crowd. | watched from the bank of the Grand Canal so | could take pictures and make a
count. If our count (Jackie actually did the counting) is at all accurate, we may have set a new re-
cord — 93 participating boats. It appeared both those watching and those boating had a good time.

With all this activity, we can’t forget to plan ahead. The Bridge and Executive Committee will gather
in January to make plans for 2012. If you have ideas about what we can do, improvements, new
ideas, or old ideas ways we need to drop, please get in touch with any officer and make your
thoughts known. You, not us, make the Squadron a success.

Here are my wishes for a Merry Christmas and all the best in the New Year.

As we leave 2011 behind us and get ready for the next year, it is worthwhile to review the achievements in
boating education:

15 Courses taught
170 students enrolled

Appropriately we are starting 25 January with an Instructor Development course to boost our instructor pool
in order to be able to handle a similar load in 2012. This will be followed in February by Advanced Piloting
and the first of five Basic Boating courses.

For early March we have something brand new and entirely different: Emergency First Response Training
consisting of First Aid, CPR and AED (Automated External Defibrillator). The class will be taught by our own
Mary Jane Munsell, who is a certified professional SCUBA instructor certified by PADI rated IDC Staff In-
structor and Emergency First Response Instructor. The class will be held on a Saturday and will last 5-6
hours with a limit of 8 students. An e-mail message with final details will go out to you in early January.

We are looking forward to another banner year and are counting on your participation.
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The boat parade was a great one for all. It was a very nice event. My wife and | had a great time.
Thanks for the ride Jim Merker.

The bridge will be having a meeting to plan for this year’s activities. If you have any suggestions
please let us know.

We have two presentations. For the January meeting on G.P.S. and the February meeting on fire
extinguishers. Again if there is a subject you would like to hear about at a meeting, let me know.

That's all for now, Lets have a lot of fun this year.
Respectfully Submitted,

;QQR January 2012
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Happy Birthday
George M. Ammon Winston J. Barr Eddie M. Byers
Martha C. Byers Robert A. Caldo Caro | M. Carbee
John A. Gerczynki Lamar Harrell Bru ce T Hess

Karen Marciano Jay R. Olsen Jam ie S. Woessner
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Banana River Sail and Power Squadron
2011-2012 EVENT CALENDAR (rev DEC 186, 3, E)

JANUARY 2012 FEBRUARY Continued APRIL JUNE

02 BRIDGE MEETING 18 BASIC BOATING 02 BRIDGE MEETING 04 BRIDGE MEETING

04 PILOTING 20 GENERAL MEETING 04 ADVANCED PILOTING ~ 04-06  JR SAFE BOATING

09 EXECUTIVE MEETING 23 ENGINE MAINTENANCE 05 ENGINE MAINTENANCE 06 SEAMANSHIP

10 EVENT CALENDAR STARTS 09 EXECUTIVE MEETING 09 BASIC BOATING

. 'F;'I'LA(;\‘T'\:"\INE MTG 29 AOVANCEDPILOTING 4y ADVANCED PILOTING 11 EXECUTIVE MEETING

y e MARCH 12 ENGINE MAINTENANCE 13 SEAMANSHIP
COUNCIL MEETING 01 ENGINE MAINTENANCE 14 BASIC BOATING 16 BASIC BOATING

1 GENERAL MEETING 05 BRIDGE MEETING 16 GENERAL MEETING 18 GENERAL MEETING

2229  USPS ANNUALMTG- 07 ADVANCED PILOTING 18 ADVANCED PILOTING 20 SEAMANSHIP
JACKSONVILLE o8 ENGINE MAINTENANCE 21 BASIC BOATING 27 SEAMANSHIP

25 INSTRUCTORDEVEL EXECUTIVE MEETING ;‘1 ) ADVANCED PILOTING ;LZJLY R

FEBRUARY 14 ADVANCED PILOTING

N SrrucToR beveL 15 ENGINE MAINTENANGE 02 ADVANCED PILOTING 09 EXECUTIVE MEETING
OPMENT 1 GENERAL MEETNG 07 BRIDGE MEETING 11 SEAMANSHIP

06 BRIDGE MEETING 0 ADVANCED PILOTING 14 EXECUTIVE MEETING 16 GENERAL MEETING

08 INSTRUCTOR DEVEL 22 ENGINE MAINTENANCE 18 SEAMANSHIP STARTS 18 SEAMANSHIP
OPMENT 2395 D23 SPRING CONFER 2L GENERAL MEETING ~ 23-25  JR SAFE BOATING

11 BASIC BOATING ENCE 23 SEAMANSHIP 25 SEAMANSHIP

13 EXECUTIVE MEETING  26-28  JR SAFE BOATING 30 SEAMANSHIP

15 INSTRUCTOR DEVEL 28 ADVANCED PILOTING
OPMENT 29 ENGINE MAINTENANCE

Safe Boating is a Choice

Yes, safe boating is a choice and we need to do more to make the public aware of it. Somehow we must im-
press upon the public that when acquiring a boat, especially for the first time, that they should be properly pre-
pared. Here are some facts taken from the 2010 Boating Accidents Statistical report compiled by the Boating &
Waterways Section of the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC):

The State of Florida has the highest number of boating accidents AND boating fatalities in the entire U. S.
The majority of accidents occurred in small open motor boats.

66% of the operators in boating accidents had NO boater education.
73% of these operators were over 22 years old. Thus they were not mandated by law to take a boating course.

The above information should inspire all USPS members to increase their efforts to enroll their boating ac-
guaintances in the Americas Boating Course. After all, the mission of USPS is to save lives. Do you know when
your squadron is having its next ABC course?

P/D/C Dick Leatherman, SN
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Sweet Caroline _ Our Sailing Adventures
By P/D/C John Carbee, SN and P/C Carol Carbee ,SN

St Martin to Boqueron, PR —5-9-11 to 6-30-11 # 49-11

We are glad we are finally here in St. Martin. If you need anything fixed this is the place. The
Wednesday three days after we got here we found out they had a cruiser get together every Wednesday
night at Barnacles (local bar/restaurant). We decided to go and see who was there. We saw several
boaters that we knew and we went there several Wednesday nights.

John started working on the sailboat engine starter to see what the problem was. He was envisioning
having to buy a new starter and that was going to be big bucks. He found out after a few days that the
problem was corrosion on a ground cable. That is a big problem being on the salt water all the time.

We found we were not able to get internet on the boat (even with our WIRIE antenna, (high powered
WIFI antenna). We ended up having to purchase air time which was not cheap.

We spent a few days hitting all the marine stores, hardware stores and anything else boating related.

It was raining a lot so we didn’t get out to the beach by the airport where the planes land right over your
head. Carol was disappointed about this but you have to go with the flow. We did visit the French bakery
over by the market in Marigot Bay about every third day. The French pastry is so good and you can't go
by without stopping.

The dinghy (our car) keel started giving us fits by leaking all the time and we had to keep inflating it up
before using it. We finally had to bring it up on the deck and patch a few holes. This took about a week
so we could never get off the boat. We were getting cabin fever by that time. After a week we finally got
it put back together and in the water and we took off for our famous place — the French bakery. We had
to use all our Euros (French money) because we were leaving the next afternoon for Charlotte Amalie,
St. Thomas, (USVI). We had a fantastic weather window which we couldn’t afford to ignore.

We came across the Anagada Passage with seas less than one foot. It was like glass and we averaged
over 6.5 knots. This is Carol's dream of cruising. Too bad it isn't always like this. We made it to St.
Thomas 104 km in 17.5 hours. When we came into St Thomas we saw several boaters that we knew. It
will be good to hook up and chat back and forth to catch up on all the latest gossip. We were able to call
in and clear customs/immigration with our cell phone because we have a customs decal and a Local
Boaters Option Card.

The next day we had to go to the laundry and wash/dry three loads of clothes. It was cheaper here than
most places - $9.75 total. While we were waiting for the laundry to be finished we walked over to the
K-Mart Store which was not far and priced out the price of Rum. We found it was $3.19 a liter — pretty
good buy so we decided to come back at a later date and get some.

We walked around St. Thomas and had to go to Ace Hardware for John. Naturally they didn’t have what
John needed.

The following day we took the local bus (Safari) which was really cheap - $2 each to a store called “Cost
You Less”. It is similar to Sam’s in the US except you don’t need a membership card to purchase
anything. We stocked up on rum and we figured this should keep us in rum through our stay in the
Dominican Republic. All the rum you buy here is bottled in Bardstown, KY and labeled Virgin Island
Rum.

Before we left, John declared “Carol’'s Day”. She could do what she wanted to and decided to go down
town Charlotte Amalie shopping. We walked around town, had lunch but never saw anything she could-
n't live without. That has got to be a first for Carol.

St Martin to Boquerén, PR — #49-11 to be continued in the Febuary 2012 issue
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George & Marion Ammon ( Feb 12)
Bob & Pat Becker (Dec 11)
Bill Fehr & Valerie Dietrich  (Aug 11)
Ernst & Judith Hofmann ( Feb 12)
James Merker (Aug 11)
Dick & Katie Sullivan ( Aug 11)
Gene & Joanne Grassie (Aug 11)
Lewis Rivers (Aug 11)
Grove Schaffner (Nov 12)
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OCTOBER 2010

% 01 DISTRICT FALL CONFERENCE
02 DISTRICT FALL CONFERENCE
% OCTOBER 2010 continued
03 DISTRICT FALL CONFERENCE
% 04 BRIDGE MEETING
06 ADVANCED PILOTING CLASS
% 13 EXECUTIVE MEETING
T
% 20 ADVANCED PILOTING CLASS
23 CHANGE OF WATCH AT EGYC

27 ADVANCED PILOTING CLASS

NOVEMBER 2010
BRIDGE MEETING

*
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
ADVANCED PILOTING CLASS *
¥
¥
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Banana River Sail &

Power Squadron
2303 Woodlawn Circle
Melbourne, FlI 32934-7646
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January 2012
02 BRIDGE MEETING 1830 Earl Gillespie's, 60 Christine Ct Satellite Beach
04 PILOTING 1830 Keiser University, 900 South Babcock Blvd., Melbourne,
09 EXECUTIVE MEETING 1830 Bette George’s 4069 North US-1, Melbourne
10 EVENT CALENDAR PLANNING MTG TBD
11 PILOTING 1830 Keiser University, 900 South Babcock Blvd., Melbourne
14 D 23 WINTER COUNCIL MEETING Daytona
16 GENERAL MEETING 1830 Schechter Rec Center, S. Patrick Dr., Satellite Beach
22-29 USPS ANNUAL MTG JACKSONVILLE
25 INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT STARTS 1830 Keiser University, 900 South Babcock Blvd., Melbourne
February 2012

01 INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 1830 Keiser University, 900 South Babcock Blvd., Melbourne
06 BRIDGE MEETING 1830 Earl Gillespie's, 60 Christine Ct Satellite Beach
08 INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 1830 Keiser University, 900 South Babcock Blvd., Melbourne
11 BASIC BOATING 1830 Salvation Army, 1080 Hickory St., Melbourne
13 EXECUTIVE MEETING 1830 Bette George’s 4069 North US-1, Melbourne
15 INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 1830 Keiser University, 900 South Babcock Blvd., Melbourne
18 BASIC BOATING 1830 Salvation Army,1080 Hickory St., Melbourne
20 GENERAL MEETING 1830 Schechter Rec Center, S. Patrick Dr., Satellite Beach
23 ENGINE MAINTENANCE STARTS 1830 Lew's Shop, 355 Tortoise View Drive, Satellite
29 ADVANCED PILOTING STARTS 1830 Keiser University, 900 South Babcock Blvd., Melbourne




